
The Juaneño Band of Mission Indians, Acjachemen Nation are Indigenous peoples 
of California and the original inhabitants of the lands that later became colonised and 
known as Orange County, as well as parts of San Diego, Los Angeles, and Riverside 
Counties. For thousands of years, the Acjachemen lived in harmony with the natural 
world, viewing the lands and ocean as sacred and inseparable from their own 
survival. 

In recent years, since the designation of Dana Point as a Whale Heritage Area, 
members of the Acjachemen Nation have joined the Dana Point Festival of Whales, 
with a spiritual overseer performing a blessing and ‘welcoming of the whales’ 
ceremony to launch the festival. 

 

On the 5th of March 2021 a ceremony was held near Dana Point Harbor to 
celebrate Dana Point receiving the official certificate of a Whale Heritage Site. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m1IrJ1kAtfM 

 

Welcoming of the Whales Ceremony| 2024 Dana Point Festival of Whales 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PSQWVoC-QLk 
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