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Contribution starting at $2,650
9 days (avg. $294 a day)
Includes accommodations, food, and all related research
costs
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Activity Level:  Easy

Accommodations:  Hotel/Resort/Lodge

Food:  Shared meals Special diets accommodated Staff-
prepared meals

View Expedition Briefing

Download Field Report

.

COVID-19 safety protocols

https://earthwatch.org/marine-mammals-and-predators-costa-rica-briefing
https://earthwatch.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/earthwatch-field-report-marine-mammals-and-predators-costa-rica-2018.pdf
https://earthwatch.org/covid-19
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Join researchers in the pristine wilds of

Costa Rica to conduct critical research on

marine mammals. Your findings may help to

develop a permanent marine protected area.

Golfo Dulce, a narrow inlet on the southern Pacific coast of
Costa Rica, provides a rich habitat for cetaceans (whales
and dolphins). It remains fairly pristine, since the many
tourists who visit Costa Rica each year haven’t quite
discovered it yet—which makes now a crucial time to
investigate what the ecosystem needs to remain healthy. By
understanding the behavior and tracking the abundance of
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the marine mammals
and predators in this
region, we can ensure
we have the
information needed to
best protect them
when tourism starts in
earnest in this
beautiful, wild place.

For about a decade,
this project has
gathered information
on three species of
cetacean in the gulf: the pantropical spotted dolphin, the
bottlenose dolphin, and the humpback whale. In studying
these cetacean species, researchers hope to understand
how to preserve the entirety of this beautiful marine
ecosystem.

This project is now entering a new stage and will be
expanding to understand of how the entire Golfo Dulce
ecosystem functions by gathering data of the presence of
other top predators.
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Through this research, and with your volunteer involvement,
this project will help to develop conservation plans to protect
the marine biodiversity in the gulf in the future.
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A TYPICAL ITINERARY

 

DAY 1: Arrival, orientation, training

DAY 2: Training on dolphin and whale behavior sampling

and dolphin photo-identification

DAYS 3–7: Dolphin & whale surveys, photo-ID work

DAY 8: Time off to explore or photo-ID work at camp

DAY 9: Departure

.

HOW YOU WILL HELP
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In this beautiful tropical setting, you
will:

.

MONITOR WHALES AND DOLPHINS

By boat, you will follow groups of dolphins and
whales. When someone spots a cetacean, you'll
document its GPS location, size, and behavior

(e.g., feeding, traveling).
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RECORD TROPHIC WEB

Document and describe the species in multi-
predator assemblages by observing aggregations

of schooling fish and their predators, such as
dolphins, seabirds, sharks, and rays.

PHOTO-IDENTIFY INDIVIDUALS
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Field conditions and research needs can lead to changes in the

itinerary and activities. We appreciate your cooperation and

understanding.

.

6 Reviews on this Expedition

If you have been on this expedition, others considering attending
would love to hear about your experience.

Susan Ashburn | JANUARY 5, 2023

Back on land, you’ll help sort pictures of each
dolphin species so that scientists can identify

individuals using the unique scars, notches and
other markings on their dorsal fins. The

researchers know the dolphins in the gulf
especially well, so expect to hear stories about

some of their most memorable encounters.

.

FEEDBACK & QUESTIONS

https://earthwatch.org/contact
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“Marine Mammals and Predators in
Costa Rica”

Our location on the Gulfo Dolce was exceptionally
beautiful. The food was wonderful and nutritious,
with local dishes and with lots of fresh fruits. I

Read More

Antoinette Judelsohn | JANUARY 5,
2023

“Marine Mammals and Predators in
Costa Rica”

This expedition to Costa Rica was one of the most
exhilarating experiences I've ever had. I'm not
typically a water person, however, I loved our time

Read More

Rachel Wildman | SEPTEMBER 12,
2017
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