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The Future of
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Wildlife Heritage Areas is a global programme

developed by World Animal Protection and the

World Cetacean Alliance.
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The window of opportunity to protect the world’s
wildlife from suffering and loss is narrowing every
day:

« Animal cruelty remains prolific in the travel I’
industry.

« The climate crisis, interlinked with the
g biodiversity crisis, is making nature-based
solutions, and the protection of nature
increasingly urgent.

« Overtourism is a growing risk for destinations
and nature.



But, nowhere to turn

Despite increasing demand, travellers and the
travel industry currently have no way of identifying

destinations with:

high animal welfare standards;
experiences run by local custodians;
expert-written guidelines;

income streams flowing directly to local
communities and nature;

holistic sustainability standards.
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74°/o

believe people need to act now
and make more sustainable
choices to save the planet for
future generations

(up from 66%in 2022)
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- Wildlife was not cruelly exploited for tourism.

« Local communities created responsible
wildlife watching destinations that benefited
animals, people, and place.

« We celebrated people that worked in harmony
with the natural world.

« We collaborated to reconnect with, protect
and respect nature.

« We emphasized our cultural links with nature
as a very powerful tool to encourage positive
change for animals and people.




Welcome to...
Wildlife Heritage Areas

Outstanding wildlife watching destinations

i where local communities recognise their natural
;a‘, - heritage with a sense of pride and play a central éc

"«

role in protectlng wild animals and their

ha bltdts
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Accessible Collaborative Inspirational

Raise standards for the whole travel industry.
Bringing together experts, communities, and businesses to drive change.

Promote responsible wildlife experiences led by communities.
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Home > Apply now

Application support

¥ What is the application process like?

The Wildlife Heritage Area application process is run through an easy-to-use web platform, which guides applicants through initial
registration, uploading evidence to meet the Wildlife Heritage Area criteria, and creating a listings page.

To be designated a Wildlife Heritage Area, an applicant must:
1. Bring together a steering committee which is representative of the wildlife-friendly community living and working in the relevant
area.
. The steering committee must provide two pieces of evidence that meet each Indicator.

. The steering committee must meet Criteria 1,2, 4, and 5. If tourism experiences and visitor attractions involving wildlife exist or are
being planned within the Wildlife Heritage Area, they must also meet Criterion 3.
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Holistic criteria, evidence based % HERITAGE

Cultural Respectful Responsible
importance of human wildlife wildlife
11 Cultural heritage wildlife coexistence tourism*

linking people to
wildlife demonstrates
significant
understanding and
on-going respect for

3.1 The community

I . Management has strategies in
wildlife and habitats. Governance Plan olace to identify and
raise awareness
about

exploitative, extractive,

* Only places with tourism experiences or planning tourism experiences need to complete or Consumptive
this indicator. captive or wild animal

tourism attractions.




Listing pages to showcase impact

Did you know?

California, United States
Cetaceans in the Santa Barbara Channel are culturally significant. Since

s t B b C h I ancient times, whales, dolphins, and porpoises have held cultural significance
a n a a r a ra a n ne for many coastal communities. For the local Chumash, the presence of
cetaceans play a role in their rich cultural mythology and traditions.

h I H @ A e Cetaceans are considered sacred and are believed to have guardianship over °
w a e e rltage rea the ocean. Understanding this cultural connection helps foster a greater
appreciation for cetaceans and encourages their protection to preserve

cultural heritage as well.

M

p Play video

Looking for in depth information?
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Working with industry partners % HERITAGE
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exodus
x "EanAGE .w.x«-u.. TRaveELs Visitors to Wildlife Heritage Areas can take part in outstanding wildlife watching
? AREAS experiences that put wildlife first. Staying in a Wildlife Heritage Area helps local
communities invest in animal welfare and wildlife conservation, benefitting community

well-being and driving forward sustainable practices.

anew global

mark from World Animal Pr on tl an A toidentify tourism
inations meeting high standards of animal welfare, wi
being, and sustainability. The Wildlife Heritage Area programme connects responsible travel
companies like Exodus with wildlife experts and local communities as a network to designate
wildlife-friendly and community-based tourism destinations to deliver better outcomes for
wild animals and the people that live in surrounding areas.

conservation, community well-

Designated for excellence

Communities achieve Wildlife Heritage Area designation by playing a central role in

By rewarding local communities for their role in protecting habitats and responsible wildlife i . 5 " " . 3
watching, these Wildlife Heritage Areas will generate pride and income for communities while protecting wild animals and their habitats. With support from responsible travel
reversing biodiversity loss and facilitating climate resilience in order to help solve some of the organisations and wildlife experts, these communities are committed to help turn the tide

planet’s mosturgentissues,

on biodiversity loss and the climate crisis, adopt a zero tolerance for wildlife suffering in

Wildlife Heritage Area goals tourism, and advocate for positive change through a willingness to collaborate.
» Empowerlocal people and communities to care for and protect the unique wildlife in their
environment.




Extensive press coverage

AFAR

New Wildlife Heritage Areas Help
Travelers Find Responsible Animal
Experiences

A new global initiative designates destinations where you can have both
extraordinary and ethical interactions with animals in the wild.

©EOPO®

NEW BENCHMARK TOOL HELPS
AGENTS FIND RESPONSIBLE
WILDLIFE TOURISM EXPERIENCES

GEOGRAPHICAL

90CT2023 BY CHARLOTTE CULLINAN
Agents are being encouraged to use a new free platform to
help them discover responsible wildlife tourism
experiences around the world to promote to clients.
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We're eager to work with:
Responsible tourism businesses.
Wildlife charities.

Local communities.
Independent specialist experts.

Storytellers.




Follow us

A\ - .
www.wildlifeheritageareas.or

m @Wildlife_Heritage_Areas
@WildlifeHAreas

@WildlifeHeritageAreas
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Get in touch

Wildlife Heritage Areas applications:
mariechambers@wildlifeheritageareas.org
Communications and Media:
lloydgofton@wildlifeheritageareas.org
Other enquiries:

hollytuppen@wildlifeheritageareas.org



mailto:mariechambers@wildlifeheritageareas.org
mailto:lloydgofton@wildlifeheritageareas.org
http://www.wildlifeheritageareas.org/
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